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ment, was a run of exceptional weather. The summer of 1911 was
the hottest in England since 1868. The shade temperature in
London commonly went over 90° F. during the earlier days in
August; on the gth it touched 97° F.; and a long drought was not
broken till the 2ist. Till then the sweltering town populations
were psychologically not normal.
But the strike impulse continued.   In October the Miners5
Federation of Great Britain, which now covered all the coal-
fields, altered its rules to make it possible to call a general coal
strike. On 20 December a strike in an Accrington weaving-shed
against the employment of two non-unionist weavers led a week
later to a lock-out affecting 126,000 workers. It was only settled
on 19 January 1912, by a truce which left the status of non-
unionists undecided, after £i million had been lost in wages and
£250,000 drawn in strike pay.  Meanwhile the miners took a
ballot on a general strike for minimum wage-rates; and the
return on 18 January showed more than a two-thirds majority
for, all districts except Cleveland supporting.   Notices were
given to stop work after 29 February. A national conference
between owners and miners followed, and on 6 February reached
deadlock. On the 22nd. Asquith met the parties separately, but
effected nothing.   On the 28th the government proposed a
minimum wage in each district to be fixed by district conferences,
at which a government representative should be present and
should decide failing agreement.   Two-thirds of the owner-
interests agreed, but those of Wales and Scotland would not.
Nor would the Miners' Federation; which had put out a schedule
of specified minima for the various districts, and refused to
abandon it. So on i March, to the number of about 850,000, the
men came out; and ten days later it was estimated that 1,300,000
workers in other industries had been thrown idle. The govern-
ment continued conferring with the parties, but made no head-
way, and on 15 March Asquith announced that it would bring
in a bill to set up a minimum-wage machinery on the lines of
its pre-strike proposal.   The bill soon followed;  and after
criticisms by the Welsh and Scottish owners, it was opposed
on second reading by Balfour and Austen Chamberlain, and
carried against them by 348 to 225.l But in committee the miners
pressed to insert minimum figures—55-. for datallers and 2J. for
boys. There was a new and fruitless conference over the point.
1 Only three unionists voted for the bill, and only one liberal against.

